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Vézelay / Flez-Cuzy

Saint-Jacques a vélo - Via Vézelay
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Départ
Vézelay

Durée

1 h 16 min

Niveau
| cycle often
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Arrivée

Flez-Cuzy

Distance

19,18 Km

Thématique
Castles & Monuments

Paradoxically, you need to start this cycling adventure on foot!
It seems only fitting to begin this Santiago de Compostela
pilgrimage route by climbing Vézelay’s Eternal Hill to visit the
famed St Mary Magdalene Basilica. One of an exclusive group
of monuments to benefit from a double mention on UNESCO’s
World Heritage Site list, the church’s gleaming stone sides are
revealed as the sun turns in the sky. At the summer solstice,
an extraordinary trail of light illuminates the nave. Stroll along
the steep, narrow lanes in the village perched around the
iconic church to discover arts and crafts and Burgundy wine
shops, plus terraces with views to the Morvan Hills. Enjoy a
short detour north to see Asquins Church. Aimery Picaud is
thought to have been one of its chaplains, as well as author of
the 12th-century Codex Calixtinus, a guide for pilgrims also
recognized as part of the World Heritage Site dedicated to the
Santiago de Compostela routes. Next, head off for the
medieval town of Tannay.

Cycle route from Vézelay to Flez-Cuzy

The cycle route is signposted Saint-Jacques a Vélo as you
leave Rue Saint-Pierre, a street coming down directly from
Vézelay’s St Mary Magdalene Basilica. You need to push your
bike through the village, as its main artery is reserved for
pedestrians and delivery vans.

Once on the cycle route, you rapidly leave the famous village
of Vézelay, surrounded by its vineyards, to enter, from the
place named L’Etang, a more bucolic world and light woods.
Here, you won’t encounter many motorized vehicles, but the
road is narrow, so be careful of the lack of visibility as you go
round bends.

The Burgundian hills may look gentle, but they are demanding
and provide you with your first physical test along the route.
The rest of this cycle route, certainly up to the Creuse Valley,
will prove much flatter.

From Fontenay-prés-Vézelay, you come out into open
agricultural fields, including cereals and sunflowers, joining the
D583 road, followed by the D119, leading you to Tannay.

Links

The first stage finishes at Tannay, which has a railway station.
That’s no excuse for abandoning your cycling adventure when
you've barely begun it! However, the station offers a perfect
place to start on the cycle route for those who prefer to avoid
the undulating first stage through the Vézelay hills.

Tourist information

e Agence francaise des chemins de Compostelle — 05 62
27 00 05

o Office du tourisme du Grand Vézelay, 8 rue Saint-
Etienne, 89450 Vézelay - 03 86 33 23 69

o Office de Tourisme Tannay-Brinon-Corbigny, 8 PI. de
I'H6tel de ville, 58800 Corbigny - 09 82 56 94 98

e Agence de développement touristique de I'Yonne

o Agence de développement touristiqgue de la Niévre,

e Association Amis et Pélerins de Saint-Jacques de la
voie de Vézelay, 24 rue Saint-Pierre, 89450 Vézelay —
03863238 11

SNCEF trains services

The start of the route can be reached from three stations with
a short bicycle ride:


https://www.chemins-compostelle.com/
https://www.tourisme-yonne.com/%C2%A0
https://www.nievre-tourisme.com/%C2%A0
https://www.vezelay-compostelle.eu/

o Sermizelles — Vézelay (11km from Vézelay) : 2h40
from Paris (TER)

e Avallon (21km from Vézelay) : 2h50 from Paris (TER),
50min from Auxerre (TER)

o Tannay — Flez-Cuzy (23km from Vézelay)

Don't miss

« Asquins: Eglise St-Jacques-le-Majeur, if this church is
open, ask to see the wall paintings in the 15th-century
sacristy

o Vézelay: Basilique Sainte Marie Madeleine : St Mary
Magdalene Basilica, the tympanum in the narthex
(entrance tower) a masterpiece of Romanesque
carving; the Musée Zervos (in the Maison Romain
Rolland), home to the finest pieces of the modern art
collection of the Christian Zervos bequest; the Musée
de 'ceuvre Viollet-le-Duc, displaying many original
medieval sculptures from the Basilica.


https://www.francevelotourisme.com/itineraire/gps?type=recommande&points=%255B%257B%2522coordinates%2522%253A%255B%25223.7923717421280116%2522%252C%252247.52876057270851%2522%255D%252C%2522label%2522%253A%25229%20Rue%20de%20la%20Gare%20%2528Givry%2529%2522%252C%2522input%2522%253A0%257D%252C%257B%2522coordinates%2522%253A%255B%25223.7476236786339143%2522%252C%252247.466271446407546%2522%255D%252C%2522label%2522%253A%2522Rue%20des%20Semi-Pr%255Cu00e9bendes%20%2528V%255Cu00e9zelay%2529%2522%252C%2522input%2522%253A1%257D%255D
https://www.francevelotourisme.com/itineraire/gps?type=recommande&points=%255B%257B%2522coordinates%2522%253A%255B%25223.912194873475727%2522%252C%252247.495545757637245%2522%255D%252C%2522label%2522%253A%25223%20Place%20de%20la%20Gare%20%2528Avallon%2529%2522%252C%2522input%2522%253A0%257D%252C%257B%2522coordinates%2522%253A%255B%25223.7476236786339143%2522%252C%252247.466271446407546%2522%255D%252C%2522label%2522%253A%2522Rue%20des%20Semi-Pr%255Cu00e9bendes%20%2528V%255Cu00e9zelay%2529%2522%252C%2522input%2522%253A1%257D%255D
https://www.francevelotourisme.com/itineraire/gps?type=recommande&points=%255B%257B%2522coordinates%2522%253A%255B%25223.615054254975689%2522%252C%252247.36247812904699%2522%255D%252C%2522label%2522%253A%252211%20Avenue%20de%20Norheim%20sur%20Nahe%20%2528Tannay%2529%2522%252C%2522input%2522%253A0%257D%252C%257B%2522coordinates%2522%253A%255B%25223.747617709169191%2522%252C%252247.46628614043274%2522%255D%252C%2522label%2522%253A%2522Rue%20des%20Semi-Pr%255Cu00e9bendes%20%2528V%255Cu00e9zelay%2529%2522%252C%2522input%2522%253A1%257D%255D
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